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be advanced in its favour. To counterbalance thefe,
upon the other hand, we have to notice afterwards
many great obftacbb which it opp^ftis to the im-
provements of hulbandry, and the increafc of popu-
lation, by precluding the inhabitants from the ufe of
many important articles of food. The number of
feftivak and holidays, to be totally c^niecrated to the
performance of its numerous and expensive riles,
certainly tends to diffipate the minds of the indolent
people, and to withdraw them from thofe labours
from which they derive their fupport. Thefe fhews
not only occupy the tradefman*s time, which is his
revenue, but they muft wafte the fuftenance which
he has provided for his family; by the neccffity he
iies under of contributing to their cxpcnce.

IN the Hindoo almanack, the number of holidays
for the year 1797, are no lefs than ninety-one; and
though fome of thefe are not of great note, yet others
claim their fole attention, for three or four days to^
gether. * This muft certainly prove a heavy tax on
the induftry of any people, but more efpecially of
the improvident Hindoos, who feldom can boaft of
fufficient forefight to provide againft a few days ei-
ther of ficknefs or want.

ALL that has been faid againft the want of in-
duftry in Roman Catholic countries may, with double
'forcei be urged againft the Hindoos. The moft in-
nation in Europe far excels in every exertion,*